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Introduction to Umrah Visa for UK Muslims

For many Muslims living in the United Kingdom, performing Umrah is a deeply spiritual goal that often

takes years of planning. Whether you are travelling from London, Birmingham, Manchester, Bradford, or

Glasgow, understanding the Umrah visa UK process is the first step toward making this blessed journey

a reality. Unlike Hajj, Umrah can be performed at almost any time of the year, which means thousands of

UK pilgrims travel to Makkah and Madinah annually.

In recent years, Saudi Arabia has modernised its visa system, allowing pilgrims to complete the Umrah

visa online apply process entirely through digital platforms. This has made the application quicker and

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/


more convenient for UK residents, eliminating the need to visit embassies or submit physical paperwork.

In many cases, approvals are issued within just a few days once the application is submitted correctly.

For British Muslims planning their pilgrimage in 2026, there are several visa options available, including

tourist eVisas, dedicated Umrah visas, and the Saudi electronic visa waiver specifically designed for UK

passport holders. Each option comes with different costs, validity periods, and requirements.

Understanding these differences will help you choose the best route based on your travel plans, budget,

and whether you prefer to book a full Umrah package or travel independently.

This comprehensive guide explains everything you need to know about Umrah visa UK, including the

Umrah visa price, application steps, requirements, and the Saudi visa Waiver UK cost. If you're

preparing for Umrah in 2026, this guide will make the process much clearer and help you plan your

journey with confidence.

Umrah visa UK in 2026

What Is an Umrah Visa?

An Umrah visa is an official travel authorisation issued by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that allows

Muslims to enter the country specifically for the purpose of performing Umrah. While historically this visa

was only available through licensed travel agents, modern systems now allow many travellers to apply

digitally through Saudi government platforms.

The main objective of the Umrah visa is to regulate the entry of pilgrims visiting the holy cities of Makkah

and Madinah. Once approved, the visa grants permission to travel to Saudi Arabia and perform Umrah

rituals at Masjid al-Haram in Makkah and visit Masjid an-Nabawi in Madinah. Depending on the visa type,

travellers may also be able to visit other cities within Saudi Arabia.

Today, Saudi authorities allow Umrah to be performed on several visa types, including tourist visas and

electronic waivers. Many pilgrims from the UK now choose the tourist eVisa because it allows multiple

entries and stays of up to 90 days within a year.

Who Needs an Umrah Visa from the UK?

Anyone travelling from the United Kingdom to perform Umrah must hold a valid Saudi visa before

entering the country. This includes:



UK citizens

UK residents with non-UK passports

Muslim travellers joining group Umrah tours

Families travelling together for pilgrimage

UK passport holders have the advantage of simplified visa options, including the Saudi electronic visa

waiver system. However, most pilgrims still prefer to book their journey through a trusted UK Umrah

travel agency because the agency handles flights, hotels, transport, and visa processing together.

For example, travellers can explore Umrah packages from the UK which combine flights, hotels near

the Haram, and visa arrangements into a single booking.

Types of Saudi Visas Available for Umrah

Saudi Tourist eVisa

The Saudi tourist eVisa is currently one of the most common options for UK Muslims performing Umrah.

This visa allows travellers to enter Saudi Arabia for tourism, family visits, and pilgrimage purposes

including Umrah.

Key features include:

Valid for one year

Multiple entries

Stay up to 90 days per visit

Entirely online application

The visa also includes mandatory medical insurance in the total fee, making it a convenient option for

pilgrims planning longer stays.

Dedicated Umrah Visa

Some travel agencies still arrange dedicated Umrah visas specifically for pilgrims travelling in organised

groups. These visas are usually valid for shorter periods such as 15 to 30 days and are tied to your travel

package.

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/umrah-packages-from-the-uk


Many first-time pilgrims prefer this option because the travel agency manages every part of the process,

from documentation to visa approval and accommodation bookings. This approach reduces the risk of

mistakes in the application.

If you're travelling with family, packages like 3-star Umrah packages or 5-star Umrah packages

often include the visa as part of the overall cost.

Saudi Electronic Visa Waiver for UK Citizens

The Saudi visa Waiver UK cost option is one of the most affordable choices for British passport

holders. The electronic visa waiver allows UK nationals to enter Saudi Arabia with a simplified application.

Key details include:

Single entry visa

Valid for up to 180 days from issue

Faster application process

Lower cost compared to tourist eVisa

This visa waiver is specifically designed for UK citizens and is often used by travellers who already have

flights and accommodation booked independently.

Umrah visa price in 2026 – Latest Costs

Understanding the Umrah visa price is essential when planning your budget for Umrah.

Saudi eVisa Price Breakdown

For most UK travellers, the Saudi tourist eVisa costs around SAR 535 (approximately £110–£114) and

includes medical insurance as part of the fee.

Typical cost breakdown:

Visa Type Estimated Cost

Saudi Tourist eVisa £110 – £140

Standard Umrah Visa via Agent £80 – £100

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/3-star-umrah-packages
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Visa Type Estimated Cost

Visa Processing Services £49 – £99

Prices may vary depending on travel season, travel agent fees, and processing speed.

Saudi Visa Waiver UK Cost

The Saudi visa Waiver UK cost is significantly cheaper than other visa options. The official government

fee is around SAR 150 (approximately £30–£35) for UK passport holders.

However, third-party agencies may charge additional service fees, which can increase the price to around

£50–£80 depending on the provider.

Because of the lower cost, many budget travellers and experienced pilgrims choose this option when

organising their own Umrah trip.

Step-by-Step Guide to Umrah visa online apply

Applying for an Umrah visa online is now easier than ever. Most UK pilgrims complete the process within

a few minutes.

Step 1 – Prepare Required Documents

Before starting your application, ensure you have the following documents ready:

Valid passport (minimum 6 months validity)

Passport-size photo

Travel itinerary or flight booking

Hotel reservation in Makkah or Madinah

Email address for confirmation

Having these documents prepared in advance helps avoid delays during the application process.



Step 2 – Complete Online Application

Visit the Umrah visa UK official website or the Saudi visa portal. Fill in personal details, passport

information, and travel dates. The application system is fully digital, meaning there is no need to visit a

Saudi embassy in the UK.

Many pilgrims also complete the process through the Nusuk app, which allows travellers to organise their

pilgrimage digitally and manage bookings.

Step 3 – Pay Visa Fee

Once your application is submitted, you must pay the visa fee using a debit or credit card. After payment

is processed, the application moves into the review stage.

The system checks your details and verifies the documents before issuing approval.

Step 4 – Receive Visa Approval

Most applications are processed within 2–5 working days, although approvals can sometimes arrive

faster.

Once approved, the visa is emailed to you as a digital document. Pilgrims should print a copy and keep a

digital version on their phone when travelling.

Requirements for UK Muslims Applying for Umrah Visa

Although the visa process has become simpler, travellers must still meet certain requirements.

Common requirements include:

Passport valid for at least six months

Confirmed travel itinerary

Accommodation booking in Saudi Arabia

Proof of return flight

Vaccination requirements if applicable

Some airlines may also request proof of accommodation and visa approval before allowing passengers to

board flights to Saudi Arabia.



Umrah Packages from the UK – Why Many Pilgrims Prefer

Them

While it is possible to arrange Umrah independently, many UK Muslims still prefer booking a full package

with a reliable travel agency. Packages simplify the entire process by combining visas, flights,

accommodation, and transport into a single booking.

For example, travellers departing from London can explore

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages-from-london

Those travelling from Manchester or Birmingham can find suitable packages here:

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages-from-manchester

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages-from-birmingham

Packages often include:

Flights from major UK airports

Hotels near Masjid al-Haram

Airport transfers in Saudi Arabia

Visa processing

Guidance for first-time pilgrims

Many agencies also provide ATOL protection, flexible payment plans, and 24/7 UK support to ensure your

pilgrimage runs smoothly.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Applying for Umrah Visa

Many first-time applicants face delays because of simple mistakes during the visa application process.

One of the most common issues is submitting incorrect passport details or uploading a photo that does

not meet the required format. Even a small spelling error in your name or passport number can cause

complications when boarding your flight or entering Saudi Arabia.

Another frequent mistake is applying too late before the travel date. During busy seasons such as

Ramadan or UK school holidays, visa applications increase significantly. Because of this high demand,

some travel slots may become limited. Planning your Umrah journey several months in advance can help

secure better prices and avoid unnecessary stress.

https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages-from-london
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages-from-manchester
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages-from-birmingham


It is also important to use the official visa platforms or trusted travel agencies. Some unofficial websites

charge excessive service fees or provide inaccurate information. Pilgrims should always verify the

application source and ensure they are submitting their details securely. When in doubt, working with a

reputable UK Umrah agency can save time and reduce risks.

Conclusion

Performing Umrah is a spiritually rewarding journey, and understanding the Umrah visa UK process is

the first step toward making that journey possible. With the introduction of digital visa systems and

simplified travel rules, applying for an Umrah visa in 2026 has become significantly easier for UK

Muslims.

Whether you choose the tourist eVisa, a dedicated Umrah visa through a travel agency, or the more

affordable visa waiver, each option offers flexibility depending on your travel plans and budget. The

Umrah visa price generally ranges between £30 and £140 depending on the visa type, making it

accessible for many pilgrims.

For those who prefer convenience, booking a complete Umrah package through a trusted UK agency can

simplify the process even further. Packages typically include flights, hotels, visa processing, and local

transport, allowing you to focus on the spiritual purpose of your journey.

If you're planning Umrah soon, explore available options and consider early booking, especially for

Ramadan and peak travel seasons. With proper preparation and the right guidance, your Umrah journey

can become a smooth and meaningful experience.

FAQ

1. How much is the Umrah visa price from the UK?

The Umrah visa price usually ranges between £80 and £140 depending on the visa type. The Saudi

tourist eVisa costs around £110 including insurance.



2. Can I complete the Umrah visa online apply process?

Yes. Most UK pilgrims now complete the Umrah visa online apply process through the Saudi visa portal

or authorised travel agencies.

3. What is the Saudi visa Waiver UK cost?

The Saudi visa Waiver UK cost is approximately £30–£35 when applied directly through official

government websites.

4. How long does it take to get an Umrah visa from the UK?

Most applications are approved within 2–5 working days, although processing times may vary during

busy travel seasons.

5. Do I need a travel agent to apply for Umrah visa?

No, but many pilgrims choose a travel agent because they handle flights, hotels, and visa processing

together, making the journey easier.


