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eSIM Saudi Arabia is the fastest way to get online for your Umrah trip. You can buy it before you fly,
switch it on when you land, and skip the airport SIM queues completely. For most UK pilgrims, that's the

best option.

You need data straight away. The Nusuk app matters. WhatsApp matters. Google Maps, Careem, hotel
check-ins, train tickets, and family updates matter too. So in this guide, we'll show you what to buy, what

it costs, and what we recommend to our own pilgrims.

We've found that most people want one simple answer. Here it is. If your phone supports eSIM, buy one
before travel. If it doesn't, get a physical Saudi SIM card at the airport. And please don't rely on UK

roaming unless you enjoy paying far too much.



If you're still sorting the rest of your trip, you can also browse our Umrah packages and plan your stay

before you fly.

Esim Saudi Arabia Activation UK Phone Umrah Pilgrim

Quick answer for UK pilgrims

Let's keep this simple.

For a normal 7 to 14 day Umrah trip, we usually suggest one of these:

Best value: Airalo 5GB for 30 days at about $14.50, around £11.50

Best all-round pick: Airalo 10GB for 30 days at about $24, around £19

Best unlimited option: Holafly unlimited for 10 days at about $27, around £21.50

Best airport physical SIM: STC Visitor 52 for 60 SAR, around £13

That's the short version.

Now, here's the thing. Not every pilgrim needs unlimited data. Most don't. If you mainly use WhatsApp,
Nusuk, maps, and a few calls home, 5GB to 10GB is usually enough. A family we helped last month used

5GB each for a 9-day trip, and none of them ran out.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages

If you're also looking at timing and crowd levels, our guide on the best time to perform Umrah 2026 can

help you pick the right month too.

eSIM Saudi Arabia vs Physical SIM vs UK Roaming - Which

Is Best?

Here's the main choice.

Most pilgrims are deciding between three options. eSIM. Physical SIM. Or roaming on their UK network.

They are not equal.

Factor eSIM Physical SIM UK Roaming
Buy before travel Yes No Yes
Queue at airport No Yes No
Passport registration No Yes No

Cost for 7 to 10 days

Keep UK number active

Works on older phones

Best for most UK pilgrims

About £7 to £21

Yes

No

Yes

About £8 to £18

Sometimes

Yes

Good backup

About £42 to £68

Yes

Yes

No

Our view: eSIM wins for most people.

You sort it from home. You avoid kiosk lines. You keep your UK SIM in the phone. And you land with data
ready. That last part matters more than people think. At Jeddah, you may need to message your driver,

check your hotel, or open a booking email before you've even left the terminal.

Physical SIM is still fine. We do recommend it when a phone doesn't support eSIM, or when someone

wants a Saudi number for local calls. Older Android phones often fall into this group.

Roaming is the weak option. It works, yes. But the price is hard to justify. Ten days on EE or Vodafone

can cost more than a decent Umrah suitcase.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-time-to-perform-umrah-2026

And if you're landing late and want to know what happens next, read our complete Jeddah airport arrival

guide. It saves a lot of stress.

SAUDI MOBILE INTERNET OPTIONS FOR UMRAH PILGRIMS

Option 1

eSIM
* (Digital SIM)

Cost:
MODERATE
(e.g., £15-£30

for data package)

Queue Time:
NONE

(Purchase & activate
online before travel)

Activation Speed:
INSTANT

(Scan QR code upon
arrival)

Keep UK Number Active:

YES
(Dual SIM functionality
on compatible phones)

Option 2:
AIRPORT

PHYSICAL SIM

Cost:

LOW TO MODERATE
(e.g., £10-£25 for

data package)

Queue Time:
VARIABLE

(Can be long during
peak Umrah season)

Activation Speed:
FAST

(Activated at the
counter by staff)

Keep UK Number Active:
NO

(Must swap physical

SIM cards)

Plan Your Umrah Journey | Stay Connected

kA

Option 3:
UK ROAMING

| (With UK Provider)

Cost:

HIGH
(Daily charges or
expensive data bundles)

Queue Time:
NONE

(Automatic activation
upon arrival)

Activation Speed:

SEAMLESS
(Works immediately)

Keep UK Number Active:

YES
(Use your existing UK
number for calls/texts)

4
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Esim Saudi Arabia Vs Physical Sim Vs UK Roaming Comparison

Best eSIM for Saudi Arabia - Airalo vs Holafly Compared

This is the key bit.

When pilgrims ask us which eSIM to buy, two names come up most. Airalo and Holafly. Saily is also worth

a look for light users. But for most Umrah trips, the real choice is value versus unlimited use.

Provider

Airalo

Holafly

Saily

Best for Price range
Most pilgrims £3.50 to £32
Heavy users £15 to £37

Budget users £3.50to £17

Data

1GB to 20GB No

Unlimited

1GB to 10GB No

Unlimited

Yes

Network

Zain, Mobily, STC

Local partner network

Local partner network


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/jeddah-airport-to-makkah
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/jeddah-airport-to-makkah

Airalo plans

Data Validity Price Best for

1GB 7 days $4.50, about £3.50 Emergency use only

3GB 15 days $9.50, about £7.50 Short trip with light use

5GB 30 days $14.50, about £11.50 Standard Umrah trip

10GB 30 days $24, about £19 Calls home and more comfort
20GB 30 days $40, about £32 Heavy use or family hotspot

Holafly plans

Data Validity Price Best for
Unlimited 5 days $19, about £15 Short stay
Unlimited 10 days $27, about £21.50 Typical Umrah trip
Unlimited 15 days $37, about £29 Longer stay
Unlimited 20 days $47, about £37 Extended trip

What we recommend to our pilgrims:

e Budget: Airalo 5GB
e Best all-round: Airalo 10GB

e No stress: Holafly unlimited 10 days

To be honest, Airalo is the easiest pick for most people. It gives enough data for WhatsApp, maps, the
Nusuk app, hotel lookups, and some video calls. Holafly is better if you know you'll stream, hotspot, or

call home a lot.

And yes, prices move. As of 2026, these are the rates we've verified. It's worth checking again before you

buy.



If you're also working out your full travel budget, our guide on how much Umrah costs from the UK

breaks down flights, hotels, visas and spending money.

Saudi SIM Card at the Airport - STC vs Mobily vs Zain

Physical SIM still has a place.

If your phone doesn't support eSIM, or you want a local Saudi number, airport SIM kiosks are your
fallback. The good news is that STC, Mobily and Zain all have decent visitor plans. The bad news? The

queues can be long. Very long in peak weeks.

Provider Best Price Data Calls Validity Our take
package
STC Visitor 52 60 SAR, about 21GB 2 hours 14 days Best coverage
£13 flex overall
Mobily Visitors 50 57.50 SAR, 20GB 120 min 14 days Good value

about £12.50

Zain Visitor 60 60 SAR, about 15GB plus 150 flex 14 days Good for social

£13 25GB social min apps

All three usually have kiosks in Jeddah airport arrivals. You show your passport. They register the SIM.
Then they set it up for you. It often takes 5 to 10 minutes. Unless there are 40 people in front of you.

Which does happen.

We've seen Ramadan arrivals wait 45 minutes just for SIM purchase. Trust us, after a long flight, that

feels even longer.

STC tends to be the safest choice for broad coverage across Saudi Arabia. Mobily often gives solid value.
Zain can be good if you use a lot of social apps. Inside Masjid al-Haram and around peak prayer times, all

networks can slow down a bit. That's normal.

Need help with arrivals, transport and what happens after immigration? Start with our Jeddah airport

guide.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/how-much-does-umrah-cost-from-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/jeddah-airport-to-makkah
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/jeddah-airport-to-makkah

Saudi Sim Card Kiosk Jeddah Airport Stc Mobily Zain

More airport SIM prices
If you want the wider price range, here it is.

e STC: 40 SAR to 190 SAR for visitor plans
e Mobily: 34.50 SAR to 173 SAR
e Zain: 40 SAR to 120 SAR

For most Umrah pilgrims, the sweet spot is around 57 to 75 SAR. That's roughly £12.50 to £16.

If you're carrying cash and want a quick feel for exchange rates, our Saudi currency guide makes the SAR

to GBP maths much easier.

Does My Phone Support eSIM? - Quick Check

This part is easy.

Most newer phones do support eSIM. Many older or budget phones do not. As a rough guide, these

usually work:


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/saudi-arabia-currency-guide-uk-pilgrims

Usually supports eSIM Usually does not support eSIM

iPhone XS and newer iPhone X and older

Samsung Galaxy S20 and newer Samsung Galaxy S10 and older
Google Pixel 3 and newer Many budget Android phones
Some Huawei P40 models Older Huawei models

Quick check on iPhone or Android:

1. Open Settings
2. Tap Mobile or Cellular
3. Look for Add eSIM or Add Data Plan

If you see that option, you're good.

If not, no problem. Just plan to buy a physical SIM after landing. And make sure your phone is unlocked if

you want to use a local SIM card. That's a common mistake we see.

Before you fly, it's also worth checking our Umrah packing list so you don't forget chargers, plug

adapters, power banks and spare cables.

How to Activate Your eSIM for Saudi Arabia - Step by Step

It takes two minutes.

Really. That's why so many of our groups now use eSIM instead of waiting at the airport.

Before your flight

1. Buy your eSIM from the provider app or website
Choose Saudi Arabia as the destination

Select the plan you want

Pay with your UK bank card

Open the QR code email

o v oA W N

Go to Settings, then Mobile, then Add eSIM


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/blog-umrah-packing-list

7. Scan the QR code

8. Name it something simple like Saudi Data

When you land

1. Turn on the eSIM line
Set it as your data SIM

Turn off roaming on your UK SIM

s W N

Wait a few seconds for signal
That's it.

Your UK number can still stay active for texts and calls, while the eSIM handles data. That setup works

really well for pilgrims who need bank messages, airline alerts, or family calls on their normal UK number.

Look, if you're not very techy, don't worry. We've helped plenty of older pilgrims do this. Once it's

scanned, the hard part is done.

And if you're still preparing the worship side of the trip, our guide on how to perform Umrah step by step

is a good one to save before you travel.

UK Roaming in Saudi Arabia - Is It Worth It?

Short answer: no.

UK provider Daily cost 10-day cost Verdict

EE £6 a day £60 Too expensive
Vodafone £6.85 a day £68.50 Too expensive
Three Pay per use Can be huge Avoid

02 Pay per use Can be huge Avoid

The truth is, UK roaming only makes sense as a short emergency fix. Maybe you forgot to sort your data

before travel. Fine. Use it for an hour. But not for the whole trip.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/how-to-perform-umrah-step-by-step

A decent eSIM for the same period costs around £11 to £21. Roaming can cost £60 or more. That's

money better spent on a better hotel, extra transport, or food in Makkah and Madinah.

If you're comparing stay types too, you can look at our 5 star Umrah packages or more budget-friendly 3

star Umrah packages while you're planning.

Does WhatsApp Work in Saudi Arabia? - Latest Update

Yes. It does.

We get asked this a lot. And we understand why. For years, people worried about blocked calls and

needing a VPN. But that old advice is out of date now.

WhatsApp messaging: works

WhatsApp voice calls: works

WhatsApp video calls: works

FaceTime: works

e Zoom: works

Skype: works

The VolP restrictions were lifted in 2025. So for normal pilgrims, a VPN is not needed. You can call family

back in London, Birmingham or Manchester from your hotel room without any special setup.

That's one more reason an eSIM Saudi Arabia setup makes sense. You land, connect, open WhatsApp,

and you're done.

Also, if you want to keep your duas and key phrases ready on your phone, save our Umrah dua list before

you travel. It helps a lot when you're moving between places.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/5-star-umrah-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/3-star-umrah-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/3-star-umrah-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/umrah-dua-list

Airalo Esim Saudi Arabia Data Plans Prices on Phone Screen

Why You Need Mobile Data During Umrah - Essential Apps

You will use it daily.

Some pilgrims think hotel Wi-Fi will be enough. Sometimes it is. Often it isn't. Hotel Wi-Fi can be slow,

patchy, or crowded at peak times. Mobile data gives you backup all day.

App or use Why it matters Heavy on data?
Nusuk app Access and booking needs No

WhatsApp Group and family contact Medium

Google Maps Finding gates, hotels and shops Medium

Uber or Careem Rides around the city No

Quran apps Reading and listening No

Video calls home Family updates Yes



App or use Why it matters Heavy on data?
Translation apps Quick help with Arabic No

Photo and video sharing Sending moments home Medium to high

For most pilgrims, 5GB is enough for a 7 to 10 day trip. If you do daily video calls, upload lots of clips, or

share hotspot with family, go for 10GB or unlimited.

And if you're planning where to stay in the city, our guides to best hotels near Haram Makkah and best

hotels near Masjid Nabawi are worth opening now.

Frequently Asked Questions - eSIM Saudi Arabia for Umrah

Here are the questions we hear most.

Esim Compatible Phone Check Settings for Saudi Travel

What is the best eSIM for Saudi Arabia?

For most pilgrims, Airalo is the best all-round option. It starts cheap, gives flexible data sizes, and works

well for normal Umrah use. If you want unlimited data and don't want to think about usage at all, Holafly


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-hotels-near-haram-makkah
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-hotels-near-masjid-nabawi-madinah
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-hotels-near-masjid-nabawi-madinah

is the better fit.

How much does a Saudi SIM card cost?

Airport visitor SIMs usually cost between 34 SAR and 190 SAR. In pounds, that's about £7.50 to £41. Most

pilgrims end up spending around £12 to £18 for enough data for a two-week stay.

Can | buy a SIM card at Jeddah airport?

Yes, you can. STC, Mobily and Zain all usually have kiosks in arrivals. Bring your passport and expect a

short setup process. In busy periods, expect a queue too.

Does WhatsApp work in Saudi Arabia?

Yes. Messaging, voice calls and video calls all work. That's one of the biggest changes pilgrims notice

now. So you can keep in touch with family in the UK without needing extra tools.

Do | need a VPN in Saudi Arabia?

For most people, no. WhatsApp, FaceTime, Zoom and other common apps work fine without it. Unless

you have a very specific work reason, you can ignore VPN advice.

Which is better, eSIM or physical SIM for Umrah?

For most UK travellers, eSIM is better. It saves time, avoids airport hassle, and lets you keep your UK SIM

active. Physical SIM is still useful if your phone is older or you want a Saudi number.

Does my UK phone work in Saudi Arabia?

Yes, in most cases it will. For eSIM, your phone just needs to support eSIM. For a physical SIM, it should

also be network unlocked. That's the bit many people forget to check.

Which Saudi network has the best coverage in Makkah?

STC, Mobily and Zain all work well in Makkah and Madinah. STC has a slight edge for wider coverage

across Saudi Arabia. But around the Haram, all networks can slow at prayer peaks because of crowd load.



How much data do | need for a 7 to 10 day Umrah?

5GB is enough for light to normal use. That means WhatsApp, maps, Nusuk and some browsing. If you

plan video calls every day, 10GB is safer. If you don't want limits, go unlimited.

Is UK roaming worth it in Saudi Arabia?

Almost never. It's much more expensive than an eSIM or local SIM. We only suggest it as a very short

backup if you forgot to set things up before travel.

Our final recommendation

Here's our honest view.

If your phone supports it, buy an eSIM Saudi Arabia plan before you fly. For most pilgrims, Airalo 5GB

or 10GB is the sweet spot. If you want zero stress about usage, get Holafly unlimited.

If your phone doesn't support eSIM, buy an STC, Mobily or Zain visitor SIM at the airport. It still works

well. You just need to allow time for the queue.

So yes, get your internet sorted before travel if you can. It makes the whole trip smoother. Then you can

focus on your ibadah, not on hunting for Wi-Fi.

And when you're ready, you can Browse our Umrah packages, check our Umrah packing list, or read our

complete Umrah guide for the rest of your planning.

Helpful next steps for UK pilgrims

If you want to turn this advice into a clear plan, the pages below will help you go one step further. They
cover the wider rules, package choices, checklists, and practical travel points that usually come up after

you finish a guide like this one.

e Hajj Packages UK 2026 This pillar page gives you the full background, key rules, and step-by-step
context around this topic. It is the best place to go if you want the bigger picture before you make
any travel decisions. It is especially helpful if you are looking for hajj packages uk.

e Bradford Economy 3 Star 10 Nights Umrah Package from UK This page is useful when you want real

options, package details, hotel information, and practical UK departure planning. It helps you


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/blog-umrah-packing-list
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/complete-umrah-guide-2026
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/hajj-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/packages/bradford-economy-3-star-10-nights-umrah-package-from-uk

compare what is available instead of staying at the research stage.

e Best Ramadan Umrah Packages UK 2026: Full Month vs Last 10 Nights This supporting guide
answers a closely related question and adds more detail, examples, or travel tips. It works well as
your next read if you want a narrower answer after this main article. It is especially helpful if you
are looking for Discover the best Ramadan Umrah Packages UK 2026. Compare full month vs last
10 nights, prices, and travel tips for UK pilgrims.

e Saudi Visa Waiver UK: Cost, Online Application & How UK Travelers Can Visit Saudi Arabia Easily in
2026 This supporting guide answers a closely related question and adds more detail, examples, or
travel tips. It works well as your next read if you want a narrower answer after this main article. It is
especially helpful if you are looking for Discover Saudi visa waiver UK cost, eligibility, and online
application steps. Learn how UK travellers can visit Saudi Arabia or perform Umrah easily in 2026.

e Bradford Economy 3 Star 14 Nights Umrah Package from UK This page is useful when you want real
options, package details, hotel information, and practical UK departure planning. It helps you
compare what is available instead of staying at the research stage.

e Bradford Economy 3 Star 21 Nights Umrah Package from UK This page is useful when you want real
options, package details, hotel information, and practical UK departure planning. It helps you

compare what is available instead of staying at the research stage.

Reading a few of these pages together will give you a fuller view than relying on one article alone. That

matters even more when you are comparing routes, costs, rituals, and timing from the UK.

Small planning details make a big difference. A stronger plan usually means fewer rushed decisions,
fewer missed steps, and a calmer journey overall. That is why we always suggest reading the core pillar

guide, one practical package page, and a few narrower support articles before you book or travel.
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guide, one practical package page, and a few narrower support articles before you book or travel.
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Small planning details make a big difference. A stronger plan usually means fewer rushed decisions,
fewer missed steps, and a calmer journey overall. That is why we always suggest reading the core pillar

guide, one practical package page, and a few narrower support articles before you book or travel.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/ramadan-umrah-packages-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/saudi-visa-waiver-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/saudi-visa-waiver-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/packages/bradford-economy-3-star-14-nights-umrah-package-from-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/packages/bradford-economy-3-star-21-nights-umrah-package-from-uk

Small planning details make a big difference. A stronger plan usually means fewer rushed decisions,
fewer missed steps, and a calmer journey overall. That is why we always suggest reading the core pillar

guide, one practical package page, and a few narrower support articles before you book or travel.

Small planning details make a big difference. A stronger plan usually means fewer rushed decisions,
fewer missed steps, and a calmer journey overall. That is why we always suggest reading the core pillar

guide, one practical package page, and a few narrower support articles before you book or travel.

Why this matters for your planning

If you are searching for an eSIM Saudi Arabia, you usually want one thing: clear guidance you can trust
before you travel. That means the information needs to be practical, easy to follow, and tied to the real

questions UK pilgrims ask before they leave.

A strong eSIM Saudi Arabia should not just repeat key terms. It should help you understand what to do
next, which pages to read after this one, and how to move from general research to a real travel plan

with fewer gaps.

That is also why this eSIM Saudi Arabia works best when you use it together with the wider step-by-step
guides, package pages, and support articles linked above. Reading them together gives you a fuller

picture and helps you make better decisions before you book.



