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Let’s talk about diy umrah properly. Not with scare stories. Not with “packages are always best” sales
talk either. We’'re Noor Umrah Travels, and yes, we sell Umrah packages in the UK. That’'s our job. But

we've also helped thousands of British pilgrims since 2016, and we’ve seen the truth from both sides.

Some people save money by booking everything on their own. Others spend more, lose time, and end up
calling an agent at 2am from Makkah when something goes wrong (trust us, we’ve seen it happen). So

we wrote the comparison we wish existed when families ask us, “Should we book ourselves?”

If you want a quick chat about your dates and budget, you can also browse our Umrah Packages UK 2026

and then call us with questions. No pressure. We’'ll be straight with you.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages

The Short Answer

Here's the verdict.

DIY Umrah is often best for experienced, flexible travellers. Think: couples, repeat pilgrims,

people who can change dates, and those happy to solve problems on the go.

Package Umrah is often best for first-timers, families, and anyone who wants less stress. It's

also best when you need clear protection and support if plans change.

And the honest bit? Sometimes DIY is cheaper. Sometimes it isn’'t. The price gap can vanish fast once you

add visa fees, transfers, train tickets, and “small” extras.

If you're still unsure, keep reading. We’ll show you a real line-by-line table.

What DIY Umrah Actually Involves

DIY sounds simple.

In real life, it's a list of jobs. And each job has time, rules, and risk. Here’'s what “book Umrah yourself”

really means for UK travellers in the 2026 Umrah season.



1) Visa: Nusuk, eVisa, or waiver routes
This is where many DIY plans start.

For most British passport holders, the process is usually online. But the route can differ based on your

passport, your trip length, and current Saudi rules. And rules can change mid-season.

We strongly suggest reading our step-by-step visa article before you pay for flights: Umrah Visa UK 2026:
Step-by-Step Guide to Apply Online, Latest Prices & Saudi Visa Waiver Cost.

Time estimate (DIY): 30-90 minutes if all goes well. More if you hit an error.

Common DIY pain points we see:

Name order issues (especially double-barrel names).

Passport scan quality problems.

Wrong visa/entry type chosen.

Insurance add-ons you didn’t expect at checkout.

For the official Saudi travel and Umrah info, you can also check haj.gov.sa. Keep it bookmarked.

2) Flights: finding the deal is the easy part
Flights can make or break your budget.

In our experience, DIY travellers do well when they can fly mid-week, avoid school holidays, and accept

longer routes. But if you need specific dates, the “DIY savings” often shrink.

If you want a realistic view of routes and timings, we’ve put it here: Flights to Jeddah from UK - Airlines,

Routes & Cheap Flight Tips.

Time estimate (DIY): 1-3 hours to compare properly. More if you're travelling in peak months.

3) Hotels: Makkah is not like booking any other city
This part surprises people.

In Makkah, two hotels can look “close” on a map. But one is a flat 8-minute walk. The other is a steep

route with lifts, tunnels, and crowds. That matters after Tawaf (circling the Kaaba). Your feet feel it.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/umrah-visa-uk-2026-guide
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/umrah-visa-uk-2026-guide
https://www.haj.gov.sa
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/flights-to-jeddah-from-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/flights-to-jeddah-from-uk

Also, room types in Makkah can be tricky. Quad rooms, triple rooms, Haram-view claims, and breakfast

rules can change by season.

Before you book, read our hotel guide: Best Hotels Near Haram Makkah - Complete Guide for Umrah

Pilgrims.

Time estimate (DIY): 2-6 hours if you want a good deal and a good location.

4) Transfers: airport to Makkah at the wrong time can be rough
Transfers are where DIY gets “real”.

Most UK pilgrims land at King Abdulaziz International Airport (Jeddah). After a long flight, you still need to

reach your hotel, check in, and settle. If it's 1am, that’s not the moment you want to negotiate rides.

We've written a full breakdown of routes and options here: Jeddah Airport to Makkah - Complete Guide

for Umrah Pilgrims.

Time estimate (DIY): 30-60 minutes of planning. But the real test is on arrival.

5) Makkah to Madinah: train tickets, timings, and baggage rules
This is a big one.

The Haramain High Speed Railway is fast and clean. But you need to choose times that fit hotel check-in

and check-out. Also, baggage size rules are strict. And tickets can sell out in peak weeks.

For the train details, read: Makkah to Madinah - Complete Distance and Haramain High Speed Railway

Guide for UK Pilgrims.

Time estimate (DIY): 30-90 minutes, plus time to get to the station.

6) Your Umrah plan: rituals, timings, and crowd sense
DIY isn’t only “travel”.

You'll also plan the Umrah steps: Ihram (the white cloth worn during Umrah), Tawaf, Sa’i (walking

between Safa and Marwah), and hair cut.
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If it’s your first time, please don’t rely on random clips online. Use a trusted outline. Here’s ours: How to

Perform Umrah Step by Step - The Complete Guide for UK Pilgrims.

The Real Cost Comparison

Now we get to the part everyone wants.

Below is a realistic 7-night example for 2026. We're using ranges because prices change by week, and by

how early you book. Also, hotel rates in Makkah can jump overnight in busy periods.

Assumptions for this sample:

7 nights total (4 nights Makkah, 3 nights Madinah)

4-star stays within a reasonable walk or shuttle range

Return flights from the UK to Jeddah

Two adults sharing (per person costs shown)

Mid-season dates (not Ramadan, not peak school holidays)

If you want a deeper view of price drivers, see: How Much Does Umrah Cost from UK? Complete Price

Breakdown for 2026.

Cost item (7 DIY Umrah (typical Package Umrah What's really going on
nights) 2026 range, per (typical 2026 range,

person) per person)
Return flights (UK & = £350-£650 £420-£720 DIY can win on flash deals.
Jeddah) Packages may include better

baggage or safer

connections.

Visa / entry £90-£180 £90-£180 Often the same. The
permission + difference is who fixes errors
insurance (route if it rejects.

dependent)
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Cost item (7

nights)

Makkah hotel (4

nights, 4-star)

Madinah hotel (3

nights, 4-star)

Jeddah —» Makkah

transfer

Makkah - Madinah
(Haramain train or

coach)

Madinah — Jeddah

transfer (if needed)

Local transport
(taxis, shuttle,

ziyarat)

Food (simple meals)

Typical total

DIY Umrah (typical
2026 range, per

person)

£220-£420

£120-£240

£20-£60

£35-£80

£30-£80

£30-£120

£70-£160

£965-£1,890

So where does the package “extra” go?

Package Umrah
(typical 2026 range,

per person)

£240-£460

£130-£260

Included

Included or £0-£40

Included or £0-£40

£0-£60

£70-£160

£1,120-£2,020

What’s really going on

DIY can find bargains far out.
Packages often focus on
location and reliable room

allocation.

Prices are usually steadier in
Madinah. Close-to-Nabawi

options still cost more.

DIY is cheaper if you're
confident and arrive in
daytime. Late-night arrivals

can cost more.

Train is smooth but can sell
out. Packages may pre-book

group seats and timings.

DIY can stack costs if you

need separate rides.

DIY depends on your plans.
Some packages include a

basic ziyarat day.

Usually the same. Breakfast

inclusion can shift this a lot.

DIY can be cheaper, but
the gap often isn’t huge

for 4-star stays.



Pre-booked ground support and drivers.

Better room allocation control (especially for families).

Someone chasing hotels when check-in gets messy.

Help if flights change and you need to shift transfers.

And yes, we’ll say it plainly: if you catch a great flight deal and you’re happy with a simpler hotel, DIY can

win.
If your dates are fixed and you need a close hotel, DIY often ends up similar.

Want to see what “cheap” really looks like in 20267 Compare with: Cheapest Umrah Package from UK in

2026: How to Book 5, 7, 10 or 14 Days at the Lowest Price.

Where DIY Umrah Wins

DIY has real strengths.

And if you're the right type of traveller, it can feel freeing. Here are the situations where we honestly
think diy umrah can be the better move.

You're flexible with dates (this is the big one)

Flexibility saves money.

If you can fly Tuesday to Tuesday, avoid half-term, and travel outside peak weeks, you can sometimes

cut hundreds off flights alone. Packages can’t always match that exact window.

To help pick months, read: Best Time to Perform Umrah 2026: Cheapest, Coolest & Least Crowded
Months.

You're a repeat pilgrim and you know your way

This matters more than people admit.

If you already know the flow of Masjid al-Haram, where to start Tawaf, and how to pace Sa’i, you'll handle

crowds better. You’'ll also know what “close to Haram” really feels like at Fajr.

Repeat pilgrims also tend to pack smarter. If you need a refresher, our checklist helps: Umrah Packing

List from the UK | Complete Checklist.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/cheapest-umrah-package-from-uk-in-2026-guide
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/cheapest-umrah-package-from-uk-in-2026-guide
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-time-to-perform-umrah-2026
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-time-to-perform-umrah-2026
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/umrah-packing-list-from-uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/umrah-packing-list-from-uk

You want a very specific hotel (or room type)
Some people want a certain tower.

Others want a kitchenette, interconnecting rooms, or a certain lift bank. DIY can let you hunt for that

exact match. Just be careful with “view” claims and room photos.

For hotel shortlists, start here again: Best Hotels Near Haram Makkah - Complete Guide for Umrah
Pilgrims.

You're comfortable solving problems in real time

DIY is fine when you’re calm.

If a driver cancels, you book another. If a room isn’'t ready, you wait or switch. If a train time changes,

you adjust. Some people are built for that.

Where DIY Goes Wrong - What We See Every Season

This is the hard bit.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-hotels-near-haram-makkah
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-hotels-near-haram-makkah

Our ops team deals with problems daily in peak weeks. And a lot of those calls start with, “We booked it

ourselves, but...”

We’'re not sharing this to scare you. We’'re sharing it because it’s real.

1) Fake or misleading hotel listings
It still happens.

Sometimes it's not even “fake”. It's just misleading. Photos from ten years ago. A map pin that’s wrong.

Or a “Haram shuttle” that only runs a few times a day.

One family we helped in 2025 arrived with kids and luggage. The hotel said their booking was “not in the

system”. They had a confirmation email. Still, no room. They spent that night moving between lobbies.

In a package, we chase the hotel for you. In DIY, you're doing it yourself. After a long flight.

2) Non-refundable mistakes add up fast

Small errors cost big money.

Wrong dates by one day. Wrong passenger title. A hotel rate that can’'t be changed. A transfer booked to

the wrong terminal. It's not rare.

And here’s the thing. Many DIY deals look cheap because they’re strict. The “flexible” rate is often much
higher.

3) Visa issues at the worst time

Visa stress is heavy.

We've seen DIY travellers apply late, then panic. We’ve seen applications rejected over simple formatting

issues. We’'ve seen people unsure what they even applied for.

If you're going DIY, give yourself time. And use a proper guide: How to Apply for Umrah Visa from UK

Without Mistakes: Full Online Form Guide, Price Breakdown & Approval Tips.

4) No ground support at 2am

This is the big one.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/how-to-apply-for-umrah-visa-from-uk-without-mistakes
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When you land late at King Abdulaziz Airport, everything feels slower. Bags. queues. SIM setup. Then you

still need to reach Makkah.

With a package, you usually have a driver waiting. Or at least a WhatsApp number that answers. With
DIY, you're searching while tired.

5) First-timer crowd mistakes

First Umrah is emotional.

But it’s also physical. Crowds can be intense near the Kaaba, especially after Maghrib and Isha. First-

timers can get separated. Families can get overwhelmed.

If you're a first-timer, read our full planning post too: Planning Umrah? Read This Complete Umrah Guide

Before Booking Your Trip.

Protection - The Bit Nobody Reads

This part matters.

Most people only think about price. But protection is what saves you when things go wrong. And in 2026,
travel disruption still happens. Flight changes. Hotel overbookings. lliness. Family emergencies.

DIY protection: you’'re the organiser

With DIY, you're the travel manager.

That means:

e You deal with each supplier on your own.
e Refund rules can differ for flights, hotels, and transfers.

e If one part cancels, the other parts might not refund.

Sometimes you'll be fine. Sometimes you’ll lose money. It depends on what you booked and which rate

you chose.

Package protection: look for ATOL where flights are included

ATOL is a UK protection scheme for flight-inclusive holidays.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/complete-umrah-guide-2026
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/complete-umrah-guide-2026

If your Umrah booking includes flights as part of a package, ask if it's ATOL protected and get proof in

writing. You can learn more about ATOL here: atol.org.uk.

Now, here’s our honest note. Not every Umrah booking is ATOL-protected. It depends how it’s sold and
what's included. So always ask.

Health and vaccine rules (don’t ignore this)

This catches people out.

Saudi rules can require certain vaccines for entry in some cases. UK clinics also get busy in peak season.

So plan early.

We've explained it clearly here: Meningitis Vaccine for Umrah - Complete Vaccination Guide for UK. And

for general UK vaccine travel advice, check NHS.

The Hybrid Option

Yes, you can mix both.

In fact, many smart travellers do. They grab flights on a deal, then book a land package for Saudi. That

usually means hotels, transfers, and sometimes the intercity trip.
Why hybrid works:

e You control flight times and airline choice.
e You still get local support for check-in, transport, and timing.

e It cuts the “DIY stress” without forcing you into a full package.

If you're thinking hybrid, start by checking our main options on Umrah Packages UK 2026. Then tell us

what flights you found. We'll advise what fits.
And if you already know you want a certain level, these pages help you compare quickly:

e 3 Star Umrah Packages (best for tight budgets)

e 5 Star Umrah Packages (best for comfort and location)


https://www.atol.org.uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/meningitis-vaccine-for-umrah
https://www.nhs.uk
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/umrah-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/3-star-umrah-packages
https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/5-star-umrah-packages

Decision Framework - 8 Questions to Ask Yourself

Let’'s make this simple.

Answer these eight questions honestly. Your answers will point you to DIY, package, or hybrid.

1) Is this your first Umrah?
If yes, a package or hybrid is usually safer.

You'll have enough to think about already.

2) Are you travelling with children or elderly parents?

If yes, lean package.

Close hotels and planned transfers matter more with family.

3) Can you change your travel dates easily?

If yes, DIY can shine.



Flex dates are where savings live.

4) Are you okay with walking 20-30 minutes to the Haram?
Be honest here.

If you need a short walk, packages often match your needs better. Also, read our Makkah hotel guide

again: Best Hotels Near Haram Makkah - Complete Guide for Umrah Pilgrims.

5) Do you know the key Umrah steps and where they happen?
If not, learn first.

Start with: How to Perform Umrah Step by Step - The Complete Guide for UK Pilgrims.

6) If something cancels, can you handle refunds and rebooking?
If that sounds stressful, choose package.

It’s not only about money. It's about time and calm.

7) Are you comfortable with Saudi travel apps and online bookings?
Nusuk, train tickets, eSIM, maps.
If you're fine with that, DIY is easier. If not, support helps.

For Nusuk basics, read: Nusuk App Guide - How to Register for Umrah from UK.

8) What matters more right now: saving money or saving stress?
This is the real question.
If you need the lowest price, DIY or hybrid can work. If you need peace of mind, a package is worth it.

If you'd like us to price both options for your exact dates, contact our team here: Contact Us. We'll quote

a package and also tell you where DIY might beat it. Yes, really.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/best-hotels-near-haram-makkah
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FAQ

Can | do Umrah without a package?

Yes, you can do Umrah without a package if you can arrange your visa, flights, hotels, and transport.
Many UK travellers do it each year. But you’ll need to plan carefully, especially for Makkah hotel location

and airport transfers. If it’s your first trip, a hybrid or package can reduce stress.

Is diy umrah cheaper in 2026?

Sometimes, yes. diy umrah is often cheaper when you get a great flight deal and you're happy with a
simpler hotel. But if you need fixed dates, close hotels, and last-minute changes, the cost gap can shrink

fast. Always compare the full total, not just flights and the first hotel price you see.

How much does diy umrah cost from the UK?

For a mid-season 7-night trip in 2026, many DIY travellers land somewhere around £965-£1,890 per
person, depending on flights and hotel level. Ramadan and school holidays can push it higher. For a
detailed breakdown, use our cost guide: How Much Does Umrah Cost from UK? Complete Price

Breakdown for 2026. It helps you spot hidden extras.


https://noorumrahtravels.co.uk/blog/how-much-does-umrah-cost-from-uk
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How do | apply for an Umrah visa myself?

You usually apply online using the current Saudi process for your passport type. You’'ll need a valid
passport, clear scans, and correct personal details. The most common issues we see are name formatting
and last-minute applications. Follow a step-by-step guide like Umrah Visa UK 2026: Step-by-Step Guide to

Apply Online, Latest Prices & Saudi Visa Waiver Cost to avoid mistakes.

Can | book Makkah hotels directly?

Yes, you can book Makkah hotels directly. But you must check distance, walking route, and what “close
to Haram” really means at busy prayer times. Also check room type rules, especially if you need a quad
or interconnecting rooms. Our team’s practical hotel tips are here: Best Hotels Near Haram Makkah -

Complete Guide for Umrah Pilgrims.

Is DIY Umrah safe for first-timers?

It can be safe, but it’s not always easy. First-timers are more likely to book the wrong hotel location, miss
transfer details, or feel overwhelmed by crowds. That’'s why we often suggest a package or hybrid for
your first Umrah. If you do go DIY, learn the steps well first: How to Perform Umrah Step by Step - The

Complete Guide for UK Pilgrims.

What does an Umrah package include?

Most UK Umrah packages include hotels in Makkah and Madinah, plus ground transfers. Many also
include flights, depending on the package type. Some include basic ziyarat and a group leader, which

helps first-timers a lot. Always ask for a written list of what's included before you pay.

Are Umrah packages ATOL protected?

Some are, especially when flights are included as part of a flight-inclusive holiday. But not every booking
is ATOL protected, so you should always ask your agent and request proof. ATOL protection is explained

on atol.org.uk. If protection matters to you, bring it up early.
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Final Thoughts (and our honest recommendation)

So, should you do DIY or book a package?

If you're experienced, flexible, and calm under pressure, diy umrah can be a great fit. You'll enjoy the

control. And you might save money.

But if you're a first-timer, travelling with family, or you just want someone to handle the messy bits, a

package is usually worth it. It's not about luxury. It's about support.

One last spiritual reminder too. Umrah is worship. It's meant to soften the heart, not drain it. So choose

the path that helps you focus on the Kaaba, your salah, and your dua.

Ready to compare your exact dates? Have a look at our Umrah Packages UK 2026, then message or

call us via Contact Us. We'll quote honestly, and we’ll tell you if DIY is likely cheaper for your case.
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